The family would like to thank every one for attending today’s service to celebrate the life of our beloved son Darren.

Although Brian & I only retired to Warwick last Easter & only really started to integrate into the local community from August, following our return from the UK for the marriage of our daughter Leanne, our neighbours and new found friends through groups we have joined have rallied around us & been most supportive through this difficult time.

We have been also gained great comfort through Darren’s many friends & acquaintances through his wide contact in the motorbike fraternity.  Particular thanks must go to Chris, Kelly & Hayden who were some of the friends riding with him at the time of the accident.  Chris, as the “bike“ fraternity would well be aware, has spent almost his entire time since the accident advising & organising today’s events, constantly updating information & liaising with the family.

We are touched by the effort many people have gone to in order to attend today’s service.  Many of you have travelled from interstate at short notice.  Most of you we have not had the pleasure of meeting, but please come to the Church Hall after the service and make yourself known to us.

A memorial service will be held at 5.00pm next Friday evening the 13th January at the Granville RSL Auditorium, Memorial Drive Granville, all are most welcome to attend.
Darren was always very involved in leisure activities from an early age, having participated in Little Athletics, which he seemed to be a natural sprinter & continued this interest through Primary & High School, representing his schools at State level.  He also played hockey at High School.  All his school life he played soccer at weekends.

He was always interested in two wheels, we only gave his first BMX bike for his 9th birthday as our local area was hilly at not exactly quiet for an adventurous child.  His mechanical bent also showed early, having grown up with a father who always maintained his own cars.  His new bike was probably days not weeks old, when his father discovered he had pulled it apart down to removing the ball bearings from the hub & he did put it together again with limited assistance.

Prior to his 12th birthday he requested a Mountain Bike so he could participate in his school’s Duke of Edinburgh Award, so we purchased a 15 gear bike, he participated for about two years but did not continue probably because of the volume of paperwork which cut into his spare time.

By this time he had friends in the School’s Cadet Corp, & wished he had joined in Year 7.  On reaching his 17th birthday early in his final year at High School he was anxious to join the Army Reserve, which was the minimum age he could join.  For the remainder of his Year 12, he assisted with the Cadet Corps.  He only spent a few days with friends relaxing after his final exams, as he had to attend the compulsory camp for his preliminary training. Interestingly he joined the Signals Unit, which was the area his maternal grandfather was in during World War 11.The highlight of his Reservist days was probably his participation in the Armed Service Four Yearly Australian & Overseas Exercises, which were held near Kakadu. - Kangaroo “95 Darren with our blessing deferred his last semester of TAFE in order to spend five weeks on the exercise and a week prior & after driving a truck to the exercise.

He was still a serving member of the Reserves but due to work commitments, including seven months in the Philippines in 2005, his attendance of recent times was not very frequent.

Computers also became a large part of his early teenage years, because he was not only mechanical but also very electronic aware. Very early his computer endured the same fate as his first bicycle.  He had to know how it worked & His mum arrived home one day to find the computer in bits, but when questioned did he know how to put back together replied I think so!!!!

Those of you who know Darren well in more recent years will now appreciate how he became so computer & electronically proficient.

He purchased his first motor bike early in 1993, he had many friends in the Army reserve that rode bikes & some who later raced under the Team Army banner & until work commitments took him away for long period he was a valued member of the pit crew of this group.

Because of a family interested in photography, he was given a camera during his early teens, which he continually updated, finances permitting, until the entered the digital world a number of years ago and as they say the rest is history.

As the bike fraternity will only too well be aware his three main interests in life for many years was Computers, Motorbikes And Cameras.

His three friends giving the words of tribute later in the service will fill in more details of a very busy life which he packed into his almost 34 years.

